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What’s the difference between being “not far” from the kingdom of God 

and being “in” the kingdom of God?  Clearly, the exchange between 

Jesus and the scribe in today’s Gospel is a thoroughly positive one.  

Against the background of the tension that existed between the scribes 

and Pharisees and Jesus in this case there is a celebration of common 

ground and rejoicing in the goodness of God’s Law. 

Being “not far” from the kingdom of God did not happen by accident.  

The scribe had made a life of the study of the Law, had devoted himself 

not only to the study of it, but also living from its light. By doing so he 

finds himself in a position of being particularly open to the proclamation 

of the Good News.   

We know that in the early church there were many scribes and Pharisees 

among the faithful—observant Jews who had responded to the event of 

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead and the descent of the Holy Spirit by 

opening their hearts to the grace of conversion.  Perhaps we are 

witnessing in today’s Gospel passage an exchange between Jesus and 

someone who would later find his way into the post-resurrection 

community of believers. 

The “not far” part should also be acknowledged as a recognition that the 

kingdom of God is something we receive and are brought into rather 

than something we create and own.  It’s something beyond our grasp and 

has not yet been brought to full flower.   

As much as the scribe delighted in the Law that had been handed down 

to him, he also lived in a world where the powerful continued to oppress 

the poor.  He lived in the midst of an occupation by a foreign power, 

after all, and that could not have been a bed of roses.   

 

In the full flowering of the kingdom of God, such affronts to human 

dignity would end.  Looking forward to that day was also a means of 

drawing closer to God’s kingdom. 
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So, we cannot overlook the fact that something was lacking in the life of 

the scribe:  Could he make the leap of faith and commit to the belief that 

in this person standing before him God’s promises had come to fruition.  

Would he be able to recognize Jesus as the entryway into the kingdom 

that he was longing for?  What would happen when the exchange came 

to a conclusion?  Would the scribe be changed by it, or would he simply 

consider it as an encounter that fit into his already existing frame of 

reference? 

We consider entry into the kingdom of God as part of our baptismal 

initiation.  In baptism we are joined with Christ in his dying and rising 

from the dead and become members of his body.  We are anointed with 

the Sacred Chrism and made co-heirs with him.  There’s nothing holding 

us back.  Not from God’s side anyway. 

But all that grace has to be embraced and activated.  And so, it can come 

to pass that even a baptized person can arrive at the moment when they 

realize that something is missing, that somehow the language of the 

kingdom does not yet correspond to their lived experience.  In that sense 

they might feel like someone on the outside looking in. 

In our grief and longing for lost loved ones, that sense of lack is 

profound.  We sit on this side of the opaque window into heaven and 

wonder, and try not to worry. 

And our longing might lead us to shortchange the work of salvation that 

God is trying to accomplish.  It often happens that in the conversations I 

have with people who wonder what heaven will be like, the frame of 

reference is restoration.  They look forward to being together with their 

spouse, or son or daughter, or parents.  Some even wonder whether their 

favorite dog will be there. 

I have no doubt that all those preoccupations will be thoroughly satisfied 

once we arrive in God’s eternal reign, but we can’t forget that the 

kingdom of God goes way beyond recreating the best moments in our 

lives here on earth.  It will not be limited to a reunion with our loved 
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ones. It will captivate us in a way that is impossible even to imagine.  

We will see the beatific vision of the Lord and will be totally taken up 

by it. 

Can we make room in our lives for that good news?  Can we let it work 

its healing effect when grief and the burdens of this life weigh us down 

so heavily?  Can we look forward to God himself and give ourselves 

over to his desire that where he is he would have us also be? 

Not to worry if we find that difficult.  Given what we know about this 

world the Good News does often seem to be too good to be true.  But it 

is important that we don’t sell God short, but leave room in our hearts 

for the eternal, awe-inspiring, totally captivating reality of God’s 

overflowing fountain fullness of love. 

 


